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E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: ETRD, UK 

SUBJECT: TRADE MINISTER APPEALS FOR BUY BRITISH POLICY 

1. SUMMARY. SECRETARY OF STATE FOR TRADE PETER SHORE 
HAS RENEWED HIS PUBLIC EXHORTATIONS TO BUY BRITISH 
PRODUCTS, BUT AT THE SAME TIME SAID AGAIN THAT THE GOVERN- 
MENT HAS RULED OUT IMPORT RESTRICTIONS. SHORE'S STATE- 
MENT COMES ONE DAY AFTER THE TUC ANNOUNCED IT WOULD 
PRESS FOR SELECTIVE IMPORT CONTROLS. END SUMMARY 
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2. AFTER A TOUR OF THE DESIGN CENTRE IN LONDON ON 
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AUGUST 14, SHORE BANGED HIS "BUY BRITISH" DRUM AGAIN 
AT A PRESS CONFERENCE AND CALLED ON BOTH CONSUMERS AND 
INDUSTRY TO CHOSE BRITISH GOODS WHENEVER THEY COULD. 

HIS SPEECH, WHICH WAS CARRIED ON THE TIMES' FRONT 
PAGE, WAS THE LATEST IN A SERIES OF APPEALS WHICH 
BEGAN DURING THE COMMON MARKET REFERENDUM IN MAY. 

TWO WEEKS AGO HE MADE A MAJOR APPEAL ON THE FLOOR OF 
THE HOUSE OF COMMONS TO BUY BRITISH CARS. 

3. AT THE AUGUST 14 PRESS CONFERENCE HE SAID "AS A 

NATION WE ARE BUYING TOO MUCH FROM ABROAD AND TOO LITTLE 
FROM HOME. WHERE THERE IS A SUITABLE BRITISH PRODUCT 
THEN THAT SHOULD BE THE NATURAL PREFERENCE OF THE 
BRITISH CONSUMER. IT IS SO IN GERMANY, AND IN FRANCE 
AND CERTAINLY IN JAPAN." ON THE ISSUE OF DUMPING OF 
FOREIGN GOODS IN BRITAIN, SHORE PROMISED "STRENUOUS 
AND VIGOROUS" INVESTIGATIONS AND ACTION BY HIS DEPART- 
MENT "WHERE THERE WAS SERIOUS EVIDENCE OF DUMPING." 

4. SHORE BALANCED HIS STATEMENT BY REITERATING THE 
GOVERNMENT'S POSITION THAT IMPORT CONTROLS ARE NOT 
THE ANSWER TO THE PROBLEM. AT ONE POINT HE STRESSED 
"I DO NOT WISH TO BE MISUNDERSTOOD. I AM NOT A 
RESTRICTIONS IN TRADE. I WISH TO SEE WORLD TRADE 
GROW AND WITH IT OUR EXPORTS." 

5. HE DISCOURAGED RECENT CALLS FOR DOCK WORKERS TO 
BLOCK THE UNLOADING OF MOTORCYCLE SHIPMENTS FROM 
JAPAN. UK MOTORCYCLE INDUSTRY HAS BEEN HARD HIT BY 
IMPORTS AND A MAJOR DOMESTIC PRODUCER MAY BE CLOSED 
DOWN. SHORE SAID IT WOULD BE "VERY UNWISE TO APPROACH 
THE PROBLEMS OF THIS COUNTRY OR OF A PARTICULAR INDUS- 
TRY THROUGH UNOFFICIAL CHANNELS OR BY DIRECT ACTION 
TO DEAL WITH WHAT IS A BASIC INDUSTRIAL AND NATIONAL 
PROBLEM." 

6. WHILE NOT SEEMING TO BE A REBUTTAL, SHORE'S 

PRESS STATEMENT CAME ONE DAY AFTER THE TRADES UNION 
CONGRESS ANNOUNCED A POLICY OF PRESSING THE GOVERN- 
MENT TO INTRODUCE SELECTIVE IMPORT CONTROLS AS SOON AS 
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POSSIBLE. TUC MEMBERS ARE PARTICULARLY CONCERNED 
ABOUT THE EFFECTS OF IMPORTS ON THE TEXTILE. AUTO- 
MOBILE. TELEVISION TUBE AND ELECTRICAL APPLIANCE 
INDUSTRIES. 

RICHARDSON 
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